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ARTICLE 1: Nature and Objects  

1.1 ​ The Liberal Democrats in England are part of the federal structure of the Liberal 
Democrats as set forth in Article 2 of the Party’s Constitution (“the Federal 
Constitution”). The Liberal Democrats in England shall be a federation of the 
Regional Parties in England and shall be governed both by this Constitution and 
by the Federal Constitution.  

1.2 ​ The objects of the Liberal Democrats in England shall be:  

(a) ​ to seek to achieve the objects set forth in the Preamble to the Federal 
Constitution; and  

(b) ​ for that purpose, to secure the election of Members of Parliament from 
constituencies in England and of members of local and other elected 
public authorities in England.  

1.3 ​ The functions of the Liberal Democrats in England shall be:  

(a) ​ to exercise and perform the specific powers and duties conferred upon 
them by these Articles;  

(b) ​ to act as a co-ordinating and representative body on behalf of the 
Regional Parties in England and to give support to Regional Parties as 
they may require; and  

(c) ​ to do such other things as may help to achieve their objects but only if 
the task is not better done by another part of the Party.  

1.4 ​ (a) This Constitution may only be altered, and consent may only be given to any 
alteration to the relative powers and functions of the federal institutions of the 
Party and the State Parties, by the English Party Assembly in accordance with 
Article 5.2. 

 (b) Any such alteration must have been submitted in accordance with the 
Standing Orders of the Assembly and notified to Regional and Local Parties at 
least four weeks in advance. Alterations to this Constitution may be proposed 
by the English Party Board and by any other body or persons authorised by 
Standing Orders to propose motions for debate at meetings of the English Party 
Assembly.  

1.5 ​ Subject to Article 1.6, the Liberal Democrats in England shall determine the 
policy of the Party on matters affecting England which fall outside the remit of 
the Federal Party under the Federal Constitution and are not of merely local or 
regional concern.  
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1.6 ​ The English Party Assembly may, by amendment to this Constitution, establish a 
structure for the determination of policy. Until such a structure is established 
the Liberal Democrats in England shall confer their powers under Article 1.5 on 
the Federal Party.  

1.7 ​ The provisions of Article 2 of the Federal Constitution and the election rules 
made under that Constitution shall apply to all elections within the English 
Party. 

1.8 ​ References to ‘the law, including regarding political finance and data protection’ 
shall include the Political Parties, Elections and Referendums Act 2000 and all 
other legislation impacting upon the conduct of political parties, elections and 
referendums. 
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ARTICLE 2: Membership  

2.1 ​ Membership of The Liberal Democrats in England shall be acquired through an 
enrolling body, as set out in Article 3 of the Federal Constitution.  

2.2 ​ A member shall, in addition to being a member of The Liberal Democrats in 
England,  

(a) ​ if enrolled by a Local Party, be a member of the enrolling Local Party;  

(b) ​ if enrolled other than by a Local Party, be entitled to join the Local Party 
in a place in England in which the member lives, works or studies (or, 
with its consent, another Local Party);  

(c) ​ be a member of the Regional Party of the region in which the relevant 
Local Party is situated; and  

(d) ​ subject to the Federal Constitution, be a member of the Federal Party.  

2.3 ​ No person may simultaneously be a member of more than one Local Party. A 
member may re-register as of right in a different Local Party which would be an 
appropriate enrolling body under Article 2.2 (b). A member who ceases to live, 
work or study within the area of a Local Party may retain membership of that 
Local Party with its consent. A member who is an MP, prospective Westminster 
candidate or member of a local authority may re-register as of right in a 
relevant Local Party.  

2.4 ​ A person who is a member of another State Party or is on the register of 
members resident outside Great Britain maintained by the Federal Party may 
re-register as of right under Article 2.3 on surrendering membership of any 
State or Local Party outside England.  

2.5 ​ Membership may be refused by an enrolling body in accordance with the 
procedure laid out in the Membership Rules on one or more of the following 
grounds:  

(a) ​ material disagreement, evidenced by conduct, with the fundamental 
values and objectives of the Party;  

(b) ​ the admission of the applicant would be likely to bring the Party into 
disrepute; or 

(c) ​ membership of another political party in Great Britain.  

2.6 ​ Membership may be revoked in accordance with Article 3 of the Federal 
Constitution and the procedures laid down under Article 22 of the Federal 
Constitution.  
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2.7 ​ A person whose membership has been refused or revoked under these 
Articles or under the Federal Constitution or the constitution of another State 
Party shall not be admitted or readmitted to membership without the consent 
of the Regional Party and Local Party of which that person would then become 
a member. 

2.8 ​ The Liberal Democrats in England shall maintain a register of its members and 
shall be responsible for the renewal of membership, but the English Party 
Board may make arrangements with the Federal Party for the performance of 
these functions by the Federal Party. Subject to any such arrangements, 
membership subscriptions shall be remitted to the Liberal Democrats in 
England and shall be divided in accordance with Article 6. Membership will 
automatically lapse if the renewal subscription is three months in arrears, or 
such other period of time as may be agreed by the English Party Board.  

2.9 ​ The Liberal Democrats in England shall make available to the Federal Party all 
information on its register of members. The Liberal Democrats in England shall 
make available to Regional and Local Parties and the Affiliated Organisation(s) 
representing youth and/or students, all information on its register relating to 
persons who appear to be members of that Regional or Local Party or the 
Affiliated Organisation(s) representing youth and/or students (including lapsed 
members) and may make further information available to them. The Liberal 
Democrats in England may make any information on its register available to 
any other body for the proper purposes of the Party. The Liberal Democrats in 
England and Regional and Local Parties and the Affiliated Organisation(s) 
representing youth and/or students shall not use any such information except 
for the proper purposes of the Party.  

2.10 ​ The English Party Assembly may make and vary Membership Rules to give 
effect to or supplement the provisions of this Article except in connection with 
disciplinary matters, which shall be dealt with as set out in Articles 3 and 22 of 
the Federal Constitution. 
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ARTICLE 3: Local Parties  

3.1 ​ The Regional Parties shall ensure that Local Parties are formed throughout 
England.  

3.2 ​ The minimum membership of a Local Party shall be 30. If the membership 
remains below that level for a continuous period of six months, the Local Party 
shall be suspended, and Article 4.9 shall apply until its membership reaches 30.  

3.3 ​ Each Local Party shall contain either:  

(a) ​ one or more parliamentary constituencies, or  

(b) ​ one or more principal local authority areas, or  

(c) ​ a combination of all or part of a parliamentary constituency and all or 
part of an adjacent or overlapping principal local authority area.  

3.4 ​ For each Parliamentary constituency which has at least 30 members the vote 
on selection for a prospective parliamentary candidate for that constituency 
shall be by the members registered in that constituency. For any Parliamentary 
constituency which has fewer than 30 members the vote on selection for a 
prospective parliamentary candidate for that constituency shall be by all the 
members of each Local Party which covers part of the constituency.  

3.5 ​ A Local Party may, with the agreement of the Regional Party, divide into new 
Local Parties, provided that none of them will have fewer than 30 members. 
Such division shall require the consent of separate general meetings of the 
members registered in the area of each proposed new Local Party.  

3.6 ​ Regional Parties shall ensure that new Local Parties are formed whenever it is 
necessary to replace the existing structure of Local Parties in consequence of 
changes to the boundaries of parliamentary constituencies or principal local 
authorities and shall decide on any consequential disputes.  

3.7 ​ A Regional Party may direct that a proposal to form a Local Party under Article 
3.3 or to divide one under Article 3.5 shall take effect despite the failure of one 
of the general meetings to approve it if in the opinion of the Regional Party this 
is necessary in the interests of the Party as a whole. There shall be a right of 
appeal to the Regional Parties and Mediation Committee against any such 
direction.  

3.8 ​ For the purpose of:  

(a) ​ Parliamentary elections in a parliamentary constituency divided 
between Local Parties and 
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(b) ​ elections for a local authority, including Mayors, divided between more 
than one Local Party, 

the Local Parties concerned shall form appropriate joint arrangements to 
co-ordinate candidate approval and selection (according to the current English 
Party rules), campaigning and publicity and to be responsible for the 
formulation of policy on local issues for that election. In the case of elections to 
seats defined in 3 (a), (b) and (c) above, the joint committee shall have the 
power to raise a levy from the relevant Local Parties. Where the Local Parties 
fail to form appropriate joint arrangements, the Regional Party or, where the 
Regional Party has itself failed to agree appropriate joint arrangements, the 
Regional Parties and Mediation Committee, shall have the power to investigate 
and impose any arrangements that it sees fit.  

3.9 ​ Each Local Party, or Local Parties making joint arrangements under 3.8 above, 
shall adopt a procedure for the approval of candidates for other local authority 
elections. That procedure shall be uniform across the area of the local 
authority. It shall apply to those seeking election and re-election to the 
authority concerned. It shall apply to every election to every authority save for 
any parish or town council election that the relevant Regional Party agrees to 
exempt. It shall be also open to a Region to agree a blanket exemption for all 
parish and/or town councils or to stipulate the approvals process shall apply to 
one or more of them specifically. It shall comply with the following principles:  

(a) ​ No candidate may be sanctioned by a Liberal Democrat Delegated 
Nominating Officer unless they have been approved by a panel of Party 
members appointed for the purpose. The panel shall consist both of 
Liberal Democrat Party members who are not members of the local 
authority concerned, one of whom shall take the chair, and Liberal 
Democrat members of the local authority concerned, if any. The panel 
need not always comprise the same people.  

(b) ​ No person may be approved as a Liberal Democrat candidate unless 
they are a member of the Liberal Democrats. 

(c) ​ Approval shall be specific to each authority and shall last for a 
maximum of four years from the date of approval. 

(d) ​ As a condition of approval, prospective candidates shall be required to 
agree to make a financial contribution towards Liberal Democrat Party 
activities in the event of their election to the relevant authority. That 
level of contribution shall be set at a minimum of 10% of the individual’s 
gross allowances from the relevant local authority. There shall be a 
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mechanism by which case of hardship/financial distress are identified, 
and only through this mechanism may a contribution be lowered or 
exempted.  

Where it appears to the relevant Regional Party or the English State Party that 
such a procedure has not been adopted or, having been adopted, is not being 
followed, then a procedure may be imposed and/or a Party member appointed 
to administer the procedure and ensure that it is followed.  

3.10 ​ Each Local Party or Local Parties making joint arrangements under 3.8 above 
shall adopt a procedure for the selection of candidates for other local authority 
elections. The procedure shall comply with the following principles:  

(a) ​ No person may be selected as a Liberal Democrat candidate for the 
purposes of any election to an authority to which the provisions at 3.9 
above applies unless they have satisfied the procedure agreed under 
that clause. 

(b) ​ All selections carried out under the procedure shall be carried out in a 
fair, impartial, and democratic manner. 

(c) ​ Except where it is impossible because of there being insufficient time in 
the case of a by-election, the selection shall be by secret ballot in which 
all eligible members may vote.  

Where it appears to the relevant Regional Party or the Regional Parties and 
Mediation Committee that such a procedure has not been adopted or, having 
been adopted, is not being followed, then a procedure may be imposed and/or 
a Party member appointed to administer the procedure and ensure that it is 
followed.  

3.11 ​ The English Party Board shall publish and may from time to time vary a Model 
Joint Arrangements Template in relation to 3.8 - 3.10 above. 

3.12 ​ The Local Party Executive Committee shall seek to ensure that, so far as 
practicable, all seats within the constituencies and seats in local authority wards 
and divisions wholly or partly within the local party area are contested by 
Liberal Democrat candidates, unless the Executive Committee, Regional Party 
and, in the case of large single seats, the Liberal Democrats in England, are 
satisfied that it is in the best interests of the party in any specific case not to do 
so. If the Local Party wishes not to stand a candidate, the Executive must have 
the agreement of the Regional and English Parties in the case of Westminster 
and large single seat elections or the Regional Party in the case of local 
authority elections.  
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3.13 ​ Each Local Party shall take all reasonable and practicable steps to support the 
activities of Council Groups covering any or all of its geographical area and 
which have been recognised under Article 8.  

3.14 ​ A Local Party shall include in its Objects that it is the successor to the Former 
Parties (as defined by the Federal Constitution) in its area and that it must 
promote and support the values and objects of the Party in the constituency or 
constituencies which it contains and in particular, through its members:  

(a) ​ to secure the election of Liberal Democrats as Members of Parliament, 
and members of local and other elected public authorities;  

(b) ​ to admit and actively recruit new members of the Party and encourage 
members to renew their membership;  

(c) ​ to participate in the formulation of the policy of the Party;  

(d) ​ to play a full part in the democratic processes of the Party;  

(e) ​ to play a full part in the campaigning activities of the Party at all levels;  

(f) ​ to campaign and work with local people to achieve the objectives set out 
in the Preamble to the Federal Constitution; and 

(g) ​ to help all local people, without regard to party or any other factor, to 
secure their rights and to protect them against oppression.  

Local Parties may adopt additional objects which are not inconsistent with the 
Federal Constitution or these Articles.  

3.15 ​ The Local Party Executive should set out a long-term development plan as to 
how it will achieve its objectives. That plan should at a minimum be reviewed 
and updated after each full cycle of local elections and each Parliamentary 
election. The Executive should report on the progress of the plan at each AGM.  

3.16 ​ Each Local Party shall have a Constitution. The English Party Board shall publish 
and may from time to time vary a Model Constitution for Local Parties.  

3.17 ​ The Constitution of a Local Party must comply with the following principles:  

(a) ​ All elections shall be in accordance with election rules made under the 
Federal Constitution. 

(b) ​ There must be an annual general meeting, and provision for the calling 
of other general meetings by the Executive Committee and by 
requisition of the members. 
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(c) ​ Proper accounts and accounting records must be kept as required by 
the law, including regarding political finance and data protection, and 
must be audited and delivered to the Electoral Commission as required 
by law, including regarding political finance and data protection and 
submitted with an independent report to the annual general meeting 
for approval. 

(d) ​ There must be an Executive Committee, which should include both men 
and women and at least one person under the age of 26, and which 
must report to the annual general meeting on its activities.  

(e) ​ There must be a documented democratic process for the selection of 
candidates for local authority elections. 

(f) ​ The Constitution of the Local Party may be amended only by a properly 
convened and quorate general meeting by the vote of at least 
two-thirds of those present and voting. 

(g) ​ It must ensure compliance with the law, including regarding political 
finance and data protection.  

3.18 ​ A Local Party may adopt a Constitution which is not in the model form or is in 
the model form subject to variations. Any Constitution not wholly in the model 
form and any amendment to a Constitution shall be subject to approval by the 
relevant Regional Party. Such approval shall be withheld if, in the opinion of the 
Regional Party, any provision of the Constitution or amendment conflicts with 
the Federal Constitution or these Articles or rules made thereunder, or is 
unworkable or defective, or omits or deletes provisions necessary to the proper 
functioning of the Local Party. There shall be a right of appeal to the Regional 
Parties and Mediation Committee against the withholding of approval on the 
ground that it was unreasonably withheld.  

3.19 ​ Any person who is employed by or provides services to a Local Party for 
payment shall be appointed only by the Executive Committee of the Local Party 
and paid only through the Local party’s funds or out of funds provided for that 
purpose by the Liberal Democrats in England, a Regional Party or the Federal 
Party. 
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ARTICLE 4: Regional Parties  

4.1 ​ Regional Parties shall be constituted throughout England.  

4.2 ​ No principal local authority and no Local Party shall be divided between 
Regional Parties.  

4.3 ​ Subject to Article 4.2, Regional Parties may be divided or merged, or the areas 
of Regional Parties may be altered with the consent of the relevant Regional 
Conferences.  

The English Party Board may direct that a proposal to divide, merge or alter the 
areas of Regional Parties shall take effect despite the failure of one of the 
Regional Conferences to approve it if in the opinion of the English Party Board 
this is necessary in the interests of the Party as a whole. There shall be a right of 
appeal to the English Appeals Panel against any such direction. 

4.4 ​ The English Party Board shall ensure that 

(a) ​ there is an up to date model Regional Party Constitution, reviewed at 
least every 5 years by the Regional Parties and Mediation Committee, 

(b)​ the model constitution include the following objects:  

(i) ​ to seek to achieve the objects set forth in the Preamble to the 
Federal Constitution;  

(ii) ​ for that purpose, to secure the election of Members of Parliament 
from constituencies in the Region and of members of local and 
other elected public authorities in the Region;  

(iii) ​ to participate in the formulation of party policy and to play a full 
part in the democratic processes of the Party;  

(iv)​  to play a full part in the campaigning activity of the Party at all 
levels; and  

(v) ​ to assist Local Parties within the Region.  

4.5 ​ Regional Parties shall have the power and the duty:  

(a) ​ to make policy on issues which relate exclusively to the Region at 
meetings of the Regional Conference;  

(b) ​ to discuss other policy issues on a consultative basis at such conference;  

(c)​ if thought fit, to prepare and publish a regional manifesto for General 
Elections, provided that the contents of that manifesto are consistent 
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with the manifesto of the Federal Party;  

(d) ​ to work with other relevant bodies in the Party, including the Affiliated 
Organisations, to encourage Local Parties to co-ordinate campaigning, 
publicity and policy making for elections to local authorities and the 
Westminster Parliament and between elections;  

(e) ​ to promote the political image of the Party within the Region; 

(f) ​ to stimulate and co-ordinate Party activities within the Region and to 
undertake regional campaigns;  

(g) ​ to develop, maintain and implement a strategic plan for the Region;  

(h) ​ to keep their constitutions up to date to date and in accordance with the 
model constitution agreed by the English Party Board, with variations 
from the model constitution being valid only if confirmed as acceptable 
by the Regional Parties and Mediation Committee;  

(i) ​ to conduct elections for Regional Party positions in accordance with the 
rules adopted for internal elections by the Federal Party; and  

(j) ​ to undertake such other functions as may be appropriate or the Local 
Parties in the Region may vest in the Regional Party.  

4.6 ​ Regional Parties shall have the following powers and duties in relation to Local 
Parties within the Region:  

(a) ​ to ensure the adherence of Local Parties to the law, including regarding 
political finance and data protection, these Articles and the Federal 
Constitution, and to their own respective constitutions;  

(b) ​ to review any proposed Local Party new constitution as laid out in 3.18 
above; 

(c) ​ to investigate the affairs of a Local Party if there is reason to believe that 
the Local Party is not adhering to the law, including regarding political 
finance and data protection, these Articles or the Federal (or its own) 
Constitution or that events in connection with the affairs of the Local 
Party which are or may be seriously detrimental to the Party have taken 
place or are likely to take place or if the Regional Party is requested by 
the Local Party itself to carry out such an investigation;  

(d) ​ to implement so far as may be thought fit any recommendations 
resulting from the investigation and for such purpose to act on behalf 
and in the name of any Local Party (or any organ thereof);  
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(e) ​ to suspend a Local Party if the Regional Party is satisfied that the Local 
Party is not adhering to these Articles or the Federal (or its own) 
Constitution or that events in connection with the affairs of the Local 
Party which are or may be seriously detrimental to the Party have taken 
place or are likely to take place if preventive action is not taken; and  

(f) ​ to order that a specified Local Party officer vacate his or her post if it is 
satisfied that the officer concerned is not adhering to the law, including 
regarding political finance and data protection, this Constitution, the 
Federal Constitution or to their own Local Party’s constitution, or that by 
their actions, events are occurring or about to occur in connection with 
the affairs of the Local Party which are or may be seriously detrimental 
to the Party. The Regional Party may direct either that there be a 
by-election for that post, in which case the previous incumbent would 
be ineligible to stand, and the Region must nominate a Returning 
Officer, or it may appoint a suitably qualified member of the Party (but 
not necessarily the Local Party) to the role. Such power shall not be 
exercised without the Local Party and the affected Local Party officer 
being informed of what is proposed and offered a reasonable 
opportunity to reply or to take corrective action. 

4.7 ​ For the purpose of any investigation under Article 4.6:  

(a) ​ The Regional Party may appoint one or more persons to act as 
investigators, provided that at least one of such persons shall be a 
member of the Regional Executive Committee (who shall not take part 
in any subsequent proceedings of the Committee relating to action to 
be taken in consequence of the investigation) and none shall be a 
member of the Local Party concerned;  

(b) ​ The Regional Party shall have such access as it requires to the books 
and records of the Local Party concerned; and  

(c) ​ The Local Party concerned shall be informed of any allegations against it 
and given a reasonable opportunity to reply or to take corrective action.  

4.8 ​ There shall be a right of appeal to the English Appeals Panel against the 
suspension of a Local Party or the ordering of a Local Party Officer to vacate his 
or her post on the ground that the suspension was unreasonable. The 
suspension or order to vacate post shall take effect pending the appeal.  

4.9 ​ During the suspension of a Local Party, the Regional Party shall:  

(a) ​ ensure, in consultation with local members, that a prospective 
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candidate is in place for any parliamentary election, unless the Regional 
Party is satisfied that this is not appropriate for the time being;  

(b) ​ take such steps as may be appropriate, in consultation with local 
members, to organise the contesting of local authority elections;  

(c) ​ exercise the functions of the Local Party under Article 3;  

(d) ​ summon and supervise meetings of members to form a new Local Party 
or reconstitute the Local Party as soon as possible; and  

(e) ​ hold and manage the assets of the Local Party for the benefit of the 
members of the Local Party.  

4.10 ​ A Regional Party shall be financed by the share of subscription income to which 
it is entitled under Article 6 and any other funds which it raises for its own 
purposes.  

4.11 ​ A Regional Conference shall be held in each Region at least once in each year, 
subject to postponement in the event of conflict with a General Election or 
other significant event that would unduly hinder the holding of a conference.  

4.12 ​ The constitution of a Regional Party shall provide, in relation to their Regional 
Conference:  

(a) ​ that the Conference shall be open to all members in the Region  

(b) ​ for the election by the representatives of a Chair, other Officers and 
members of the Executive of the Region, a Candidates Committee, 
which shall include persons who have contested a Parliamentary or 
European Parliamentary election on behalf of the Party within the 
previous ten years, and a Chair of the Region's Candidates Committee 
(who shall be one of the Officers of the Region); and  

(c) ​ for the Regional Chair to be a member of the English Party Board.  

4.13 ​ The Regional Conference shall determine the division of subscription income 
remitted by the Liberal Democrats in England (as determined under Article 6) 
between Local Parties and the Regional Party.  

4.14 ​ Each Regional Party shall adopt and may from time to time amend a 
constitution. Such constitution shall comply with the requirements of the 
Federal Constitution and these Articles.  

4.15 ​ The constitution of a Regional Party shall comply with the following rules:  

(a) ​ The Party shall have an Executive Committee, of which the Chair of the 
Region shall be chair ex-officio. 
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(b) ​ The Party shall have a Regional Candidates Chair. 

(c) ​ Proper accounts and accounting records must be kept as required by 
the law, including regarding political finance and data protection, and 
must be audited and delivered to the Election Commission as required 
by the law, including regarding political finance and data protection and 
submitted with an independent report to the annual general meeting 
for approval. 

(d) ​ The Constitution may be amended only by the vote of at least two-thirds 
of those voting on a motion for amendment at a Regional Conference.  

(e) ​ It must ensure compliance with the law, including regarding political 
finance and data protection.  

4.16 ​ A Regional Executive Committee shall be responsible, subject to the authority of 
the Regional Conference, for directing, co-ordinating and implementing the 
work of the Regional Party. A Regional Executive Committee may express the 
initial views of the Regional Party on topical issues, but such views shall not 
constitute the policy of the Regional Party.  

4.17 ​ A Regional Party may seek recognition as a State Party for the purposes of the 
Federal Constitution. Such process shall be treated as an alteration to the 
constitution of the Regional Party and to these Articles. 
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ARTICLE 5: The English Party Assembly  

5.1 ​ The English Party Assembly shall consist of all members of the Party in England 
eligible to attend Federal Conference at the time of a meeting of the Assembly.  

5.2 ​ Subject to the provision of this Constitution and the Federal Constitution, the 
English Party Assembly shall be the sovereign body of the Liberal Democrats in 
England and shall have the power to amend this Constitution with a two-thirds 
majority of those present and voting at a meeting, whether in person or on-line. 
In particular the functions of the English Party Assembly are to: 

(a)​ Amend this constitution; 

(b)​ To receive and approve the annual accounts of the Party in England; 

(b bis)​ To receive and note the Standing Orders of the Board and the policy 
for receipt and disbursement of monies on behalf of the Liberal 
Democrats in England; 

(c)​ To receive reports from officers of the Party in England and to ask 
questions of office holders; 

(d)​ To maintain and amend membership rules; 

(e)​ Make standing orders for its meetings; and 

(f)​ Approve limits in relation to borrowing and guaranteeing money. 

5.3 ​ The English Party Assembly meetings shall take place as follows: 

(a)​ The English Party Assembly shall normally meet at least once a year, 
whether at Federal Party conference or in some other manner agreed 
by the English Party Board. 

(b)​ One such meeting shall constitute the Annual General Meeting of the 
Liberal Democrats in England to which an annual report and the 
accounts of the Liberal Democrats in England shall be presented. 

(c)​ Meetings may be summoned on the requisition of the English Party 
Board, the Assembly itself or two percent of the Party members in 
England in not less than 10% of local parties. 

(d)​ A meeting may be cancelled by the English Party Board in exceptional 
circumstances.  

5.4 ​ The Chair of the English Party Assembly shall be  
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(a)​ directly elected by members of the Party in England for a period of three 
years, except that the first election in 2026 shall be for a term of office 
covering the period from 1 January 2027 to 31 December 2028; 

(b)​ eligible for re-election, save that he or she shall not serve for more than 
two consecutive terms; 

(c)​ a member of the Federal Board as per Article 9 of the Federal 
Constitution, save that he or she may appoint a substitute in relation to 
a particular meeting of the Federal Board that he or she is unable to 
attend 

(d)​ the Chair of the English Liberal Democrats in accordance with Article 20 
of the Federal Party Constitution, 

5.5 ​ The English Party Assembly shall make standing orders for its proceedings.  
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ARTICLE 6: The English Party Board and the Regional Parties 
Mediation Committee  

6.1 ​ There shall be an English Party Board, which shall consist of:  

(a)​ the Chair of the English Party Assembly as elected in 5.4 above who shall 
be the Chair of the English Party Board; 

(b)​ the Chairs of Regional Parties, one of whom shall be elected Vice-Chair 
by the Board; 

(c)​ one member representing English MPs in the House of Commons in 
accordance with the rules of the parliamentary party in Westminster; 

(d)​ one member elected by principal councillors and executive mayors in 
England; 

(e)​ one member elected by Affiliated Organisation(s) representing youth 
and/or students in England; 

(f)​ the Executive Officer for Candidates, directly elected by members at the 
same time as the Chair of the English Party Assembly, who shall be the 
State Candidates Chair; 

(g)​ The Executive Officer for Diversity, directly elected by members at the 
same time as the Chair of the English Party Assembly, tasked with 
working with the Federal Vice-President and in accordance with Article 
6.9 below;  

(h)​ The English Treasurer, elected by the Board but who need not be a 
member of the Board at the point of election. 

In relation to 6.1 (f) and (g), those elected shall be governed by the provisions 
covering the election of the Chair of the English Party Assembly set out in Article 
5.4 (a) and (b). 

6.2 ​ In relation to the English Party Assembly the English Party Board shall have the 
following functions: 

(a) ​ to organise meetings of the English Party Assembly; 

(b) ​ to make proposals to the English Party Assembly for the discharge of 
functions of the English Party Assembly, as set out in Article 5;  

(c) ​ to discharge any functions of the English Party Assembly which the 
English Party Assembly has directed or authorised the English Party 
Board to carry out;  
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(d) ​ to present the audited accounts described in Article 6.4 (e) to the English 
Party Assembly;  

(e) ​ to be responsible for the employment of staff to carry out the functions 
of the English Party Assembly and English Party Board;  

(f) ​ to report on its activities to each meeting of the English Party Assembly. 

6.3 ​ The English Party Board shall not, without the express authority of the English 
Party Assembly, at any time:  

(a) ​ adopt membership rules under Article 2.10  

(b) ​ express views on policy on behalf of the English Party Assembly;  

(c) ​ make standing orders for the English Party Assembly 

(d) ​ borrow or guarantee monies (under Article 6.1(e)) beyond an envelope 
determined in advance by the English Party Assembly. 

6.4 ​ Subject to Articles 6.2 and 6.3 above, the functions of the English Party Board 
shall be:  

(a) ​ to co-ordinate the activities of the Regional Parties;  

(b) ​ to establish a Regional Parties and Mediation Committee and an English 
Candidates Committee in accordance with the rules laid out in these 
Articles 

(c) ​ with the agreement of a Regional Party to exercise or provide for the 
exercise of any of the powers and functions of that Regional Party;  

(d) ​ to act, through the Regional Parties and Mediation Committee, as a 
mediator in disputes between Regional Parties or between a Local Party 
and a Regional Party;  

(e) ​ to manage the finances of the Liberal Democrats in England and, as part 
of that function,  

i) ​ to negotiate financial arrangements with the Federal Party and to 
set a budget each year;  

ii) ​ to determine the amount of membership income to be remitted to 
the Regional Parties;  

iii) ​ to determine service fees to be paid to Local Parties for 
recruitment and collection of renewal subscriptions;  

iv) ​ to determine the level of grants to Affiliated Organisations and 

20 
Version 9 June 2026 



 

other bodies in the Party to carry out work in England;  

v) ​ if thought fit, to borrow money for the purposes of the Liberal 
Democrats in England and give security for borrowings, subject to 
a cap being set by the English Party Assembly;  

vi) ​ if thought fit, to guarantee and give security for borrowings by any 
Regional or Local Party in England subject to a cap being set by the 
English Party Assembly;  

vii) ​ to raise funds by such means as may be thought fit, but so that no 
funds may be raised in ways which may conflict with fund raising 
by the Federal Party without consultation with the Federal 
Treasurer; 

(viii) ​to keep proper accounts and accounting records of the Liberal 
Democrats in England in accordance with the law, and for them to 
be independently audited; 

(ix)​ to ensure that accounts are delivered to the Electoral Commission 
as required by the law, including regarding political finance; 

(x)​ to agree a policy for receipt and disbursement of monies on behalf 
of the Liberal Democrats in England, including limits on delegated 
authority for different categories and amounts of expenditure or 
disbursement; 

(xi)​ to appoint a substitute member for the Federal Finance and 
Resources Committee should the English Treasurer be unable to 
attend a specific meeting. 

(f) ​ to receive reports from the Federal Board and departments or 
committees of the Federal Party and any other such bodies as are 
appropriate;  

(g) ​ to receive reports from the English Candidates Committee, including on 
its work with the Joint Candidates Sub-Committee of the Federal Party;  

(h) ​ to manage and promote member recruitment and development; 

(i) ​ to provide from time to time advice in relation to Regional Party 
constitutions, regional development plans, joint campaign committee 
constitutions, council group standing orders and similar documents; 

(j) ​ to disseminate best practice in relation to areas such as staff 
employment and fund-raising; 
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(k) ​ to employ, subject to budget being available, a Chief Executive, normally 
on a part time basis, in a role which can be shared with the Federal 
Party, a Regional Party, or other suitable Liberal Democrat body, the line 
management arrangements being agreed by the English Party Board; 

(l) ​ to discharge other functions of the Liberal Democrats in England under 
these Articles;  

(m) ​ to agree standing orders for the conduct of English Party Board 
meetings, such standing orders capable of being amended by a simple 
majority, but with any changes only being effective from the next 
meeting. 

(n)​ to ensure that the Liberal Democrats in England complies with the law 
on data protection. 

6.5 ​ The English Party Board may, if it is satisfied that a Regional Party is not 
adhering to the law, including regarding political finance and data protection, 
these Articles or the Federal (or its own Constitution) or that events in 
connection with the affairs of the Regional Party which are or may be seriously 
detrimental to the Party have taken place or are likely to take place if the power 
under this Article is not exercised, direct that all the Officers and members of 
the Executive Committee of that Regional Party shall forthwith vacate office. 
This power may only be exercised by a two-thirds majority of those present and 
voting at a meeting of the English Party Board. The English Party Board shall not 
make any such proposal without informing the Regional Party concerned that it 
is considering doing so and giving the Regional Party concerned a reasonable 
opportunity to reply or to take corrective action.  

6.6 ​ Where the English Party Board exercises its power under Article 6.5:  

(a) ​ the English Party Board shall forthwith convene a meeting of the 
Regional Conference of the Region concerned for the purpose of 
electing Officers and an Executive Committee;  

(b) ​ the English Party Board shall appoint a Returning Officer for such 
elections;  

(c) ​ subject to paragraph (b), such elections shall be conducted in 
accordance with the Constitution of the Regional Party;  

(d) ​ the Officers and members of the Executive Committee who have been 
directed to vacate office shall be eligible for re-election; and  

(e) ​ the English Party Board shall exercise or provide for the exercise of the 
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functions of the Regional Party pending the election of new Officers and 
Executive Committee members, and in particular shall hold and manage 
the assets of the Regional Party pending such elections. 

6.7 ​ There shall be a Regional Parties and Mediation Committee, which shall 
comprise 

(a) ​ the Executive Officer for Diversity 

(b) ​ the Vice-Chairs of each of the Regional Parties, or where a Vice-Chair 
does not perform the function of Chair of the Regional Party’s Local 
Parties and Council Group, the person performing that function, if the 
Regional Party so choose. 

The English Party Board shall appoint the chair from among the members of 
the Committee.  

6.8 ​ The functions of the Regional Parties and Mediation Committee are to: 

(a) ​ Ensure the compliance of the Party in England with the provisions of the 
law, including regarding political finance and data protection. 

(b) ​ Make arrangements for the exercise of the functions of the Liberal 
Democrats in England under: 

i.​ Articles 3.8 to 3.10 (Joint arrangements of Local Parties, approval 
and selection) and 

ii.​ Articles 8.9 to 8.18 (de-recognition of Council Groups) of this 
Constitution,  

for which purpose it may appoint a panel of not less than three persons 
(which panel shall be deemed to be a meeting of the subcommittee for 
the purposes of the Membership Rules). 

(c) ​ Other matters as requested by the English Party Board. 

6.9​ The Executive Officer for Diversity shall: 

(a)​ support the Party in England, the English Party Assembly, the English 
Party Board, and Regional Parties and Mediation Committee to consider 
and act upon the needs of diverse communities; 

(b)​ report on their activities to the English Party Assembly and English Party 
Board; 

(c)​ contribute fully to the setting of strategy and decision-making at the 
English Party Board and work with the Chair and other members of the 
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English Party Board; and 

(d)​ discharge such other functions as the English Party Board shall allocate 
to him or her. 

6.10 ​ The English Treasurer shall: 

(a)​ be responsible for the receipt and disbursement monies on behalf of 
the Liberal Democrats in England according to a policy directed by the 
Board; 

(b)​ attend meetings of the Federal Finance and Resources Committee; 

(c)​ contribute fully to the setting of strategy and decision-making at the 
English Party Board and work with the Chair and other members of the 
English Party Board; and  

(d)​ discharge such other functions as the English Party Board shall allocate 
to him or her.  
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ARTICLE 7: Parliamentary Candidates 

7.1 ​ Each Regional Party shall have a Candidates Committee elected by the Regional 
Party by its internal procedures, which shall include persons who have 
contested a Parliamentary or European Parliamentary election on behalf of the 
Party within the previous ten years. Two or more Regional Parties may form a 
single Regional Candidates Committee.  

7.2 ​ There shall be an English Candidates Committee consisting of  

(a) ​ the Chair, who shall be the Executive Officer for Candidates, elected by 
members of the Party in England as specified under Article 6.1(f); the 
Chair shall be eligible for re-election, save that the Chair shall not serve 
for more than two consecutive terms; 

(b) ​ the Chair of each Region's Candidates Committee;  

(c) ​ the Chief Whip or one person appointed by the Chief Whip, being a 
Member of Parliament for a Constituency in England;  

(d) ​ the Executive Officer for Diversity; 

(e) ​ one person appointed by the Parliamentary Candidates Association; and 

(f) ​ as a non-voting member Returning Officer experienced in parliamentary 
selections, appointed by the English Candidates Committee.  

The English Candidates Committee shall make Standing Orders for the conduct 
of its business and shall publish to the next meeting of the next English Party 
Board any changes that have been made.  

7.3 ​ The English Candidates Committee and Regional Candidates Committees shall 
have the functions set out in Article 19 of the Federal Constitution, including 
over adding and removing people from a list of approved candidates, all of 
which they shall exercise under the co-ordination of the Joint Candidates 
Sub-Committee established under Article 13 of the Federal Constitution. 

7.4 ​ The Chair of the English Candidates Committee shall be Liberal Democrats in 
England’s representative on the Joint Candidates Sub-Committee but he or she 
shall have the power to make a substitution if he or she cannot attend a 
particular meeting of the Joint Candidates Sub-Committee or is indisposed for a 
significant period of time between meetings. 

7.5 ​ If, after the selection of a prospective parliamentary candidate, boundary 
changes substantially affecting the related constituency come into force, a new 
selection shall be held if so required by rules made by the Joint Candidates 
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Sub-Committee under Article 13 of the Federal Constitution or, in the absence 
of any such relevant rules, if the Regional Candidates Committee so directs. 

7.6 ​ The English Candidates Committee shall decide whether: 

(a) ​ the list of approved candidates for selections for parliamentary 
constituencies shall also be used for selections for directly-elected 
mayors, and other directly-elected public posts where the electorate 
comprise more than a single parliamentary constituency; 

(b) ​ the list of approved candidates for selections for parliamentary 
constituencies shall also be used for selections for directly-elected 
mayors, and other directly-elected public posts where the electorate 
comprises more than a single parliamentary constituency, but with 
additional approval requirements for people to show relevant 
knowledge specific to these roles; and/or 

(c) ​ there shall be one or more separate lists of approved candidates for 
selections for directly-elected mayors, and other directly-elected public 
posts where the electorate comprises more than a single parliamentary 
constituency. In this case, the English Candidates Committee shall set 
standards and processes as it deems necessary. 

If either (b) and/or (c) is chosen, the English Candidates Committee may decide 
to delegate some or all of its role to Regional Candidates Committees. 

7.7 ​ Where in accordance with Article 7.6 (b) and/or (c), the English Candidates 
Committee has exercised its rights to create additional approvals processes, an 
applicant whose application is refused under those processes, or whose 
approval under those processes is removed, may request to be reassessed by 
the English Candidates Committee and may thereafter appeal to the Appeals 
Panel pursuant to Article 9, but such an appeal may only be on the grounds that 
the proper procedures have not been applied correctly and reasonably. On an 
appeal under Article 9 the reasonable and proper exercise of discretion within 
the powers of the English Candidates Committee shall not be open to review. 

No person shall have their additional approval removed without being notified 
of the grounds upon which the Committee is considering such removal and 
being given: 

(a) ​ a reasonable time within which to reply and make representations in 
writing; and 

(b) ​ a right upon request to a personal hearing before the Committee. 
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7.8 ​ There shall be rules for the selection and adoption of approved candidates for 
directly elected mayors, and other directly elected public posts where the 
electorate comprises more than a single parliamentary constituency, which 
shall be made and may from time to time be varied by the English Candidates 
Committee, subject to ratification by the English Party Board. 

7.9 ​ Those rules shall contain a stipulation that no person is to be shortlisted for 
selection or selected or re-selected as a Liberal Democrats candidate unless 
they have undertaken:  

(a) ​ To take all reasonable steps to negotiate an agreed Compact between 
them and the level of the Party responsible for their selection setting 
out a commitment from each as to the level and nature of campaigning 
activity to be undertaken before the election and, if they are elected for 
the term of their election; and 

(b) ​ In the event of their election, to make a reasonable financial 
contribution towards ongoing party activity, the level of which will be 
determined following the election.  
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ARTICLE 8: Councillors and Recognised Council Groups  

8.1 ​ Each Regional Party shall be responsible for the recognition of Council Groups 
subject to the provisions of this Article and according to its own internal 
procedures.  

8.2 ​ This article of the constitution shall not apply to any parish or town council and 
shall only apply to principal local authorities except where a Regional Party or 
the English Party believes its application is necessary. A Regional Party may 
choose to apply all or specific sections of this Article to a parish or town council.  

8.3 ​ A Council Group of an authority  

(a) ​ wholly comprising members of the Liberal Democrats who are elected 
to the authority after having been sanctioned as Liberal Democrat 
candidates by a Delegated Nominating Officer and properly approved as 
such under Article 3 or admitted to membership in accordance with 8.6, 
and  

(b) ​ operating according to written Standing Orders which  

(i) ​ are in conformity with the constitutions of the Liberal Democrats;  

(ii) ​ are fair and democratic;  

(iii) ​ include the requirement that all group offices shall be filled by 
open and democratic election by the members of the group;  

(iv) ​ include a mechanism whereby significant disputes that are likely to 
bring the Liberal Democrats into disrepute if they remain 
unresolved can be resolved either by the Regional Party or by its 
appointed delegated body in the first instance,  

shall be deemed to be recognised by the relevant Regional Party subject to the 
provisions of clause 8.19 below. The Regional Party shall maintain a register of 
such groups and satisfy itself as soon as practicable and in any event no later 
than 31 July of each year, that each group appearing on the register continues 
to conform to the definition in this clause. 

8.4 ​ Each Council Group shall have standing orders as specified in Article 8.3(b). The 
English Party Board shall recommend and may from time to time vary a model 
set of standing orders for Council Groups. Council Groups may have the model 
standing orders imposed on them by the Regional Party.  

8.5 ​ The Regional Party shall maintain up-to-date copies of the Standing Orders of 
all recognised Council Groups which fall within its geographical area, and shall, 
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by its internal procedures, ensure that these Standing Orders meet the criteria 
in 8.3(b).  

8.6 ​ A Council Group whose membership does not wholly comprise members of the 
Liberal Democrats, but which otherwise meets the criteria in 8.3, may apply to 
its Regional Party for the Council Group to be recognised. The Regional Party 
shall only grant recognition if the circumstances are that:  

(a) ​ the council group can provide justifiable reasons for its inclusion of 
non-members of the Liberal Democrats; and  

(b) ​ these justifiable reasons have a material political benefit for the Liberal 
Democrat members of the council group.  

8.7 ​ Any member of an authority who joins or seeks to join a recognised Council 
Group without having been elected with the sanction of a Liberal Democrat 
Delegated Nominating Officer shall subject themselves to the approval 
procedure established under Article 3 either before their admission to the 
relevant Council Group or within a period of ten weeks after it. Should they fail 
to be approved within that time period, then the relevant Regional Party may 
take the following action:  

(a) ​ require the individual to undertake training, or  

(b) ​ direct that the individual concerned is not eligible to be a member of the 
Council Group concerned and set a time period during which their 
membership of the Council Group must cease. If that membership is 
continued beyond the end of that time period, it shall amount to a 
breach of the Constitution and action may be taken under clause 8.12 
below.  

8.8 ​ All recognised Council Groups shall, where practicable and reasonable, 

(a) ​ provide regular oral or written reports to those Local Parties and 
Regions covered by the authority concerned as requested by the 
respective local party or regional party, and work to support their 
activities, and  

(b) ​ work to support the activities of any Liberal Democrat Member of 
Parliament or selected Parliamentary Candidate, or any other 
recognised Council Group on a different authority covering the same or 
a similar geographical area, through liaison, co-ordination and the 
exchange of information.  
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8.9 ​ Where a Council Group has been recognised under 8.3 or 8.6 above, but it 
becomes apparent to the Regional Party that the Group no longer meets the 
relevant criteria and has not done so for a period of ten weeks, then the 
procedure in 8.12 below shall be followed.  

8.10 ​ Where it appears to a Regional Party that a Council Group fails to meet the 
criteria in 8.3 or 8.6 above but contains one or more members of the Liberal 
Democrats, the following procedure shall be engaged. The Regional Party, by its 
internal procedures, shall ascertain the nature of the membership and 
administration of the relevant Council Group and shall recognise the Council 
Group if, in the light of those matters and all the circumstances, the Regional 
Party considers that the Liberal Democrats would not be brought into disrepute 
thereby. A Region recognising such a group may prohibit it from using solely, as 
its title, any one or more of the Party’s registered names. The position of any 
Council Group recognised under this clause shall be reviewed by the Region no 
later than 31 July of each year. The Regional Party shall maintain a register of its 
decisions made under this clause.  

8.11 ​ Where a Council Group is de-recognised under 8.12 below and the relevant 
Regional Party, by its internal procedures, concludes that the actions of the 
Council Group have brought the Party into disrepute, then it may specify a time 
period after which the Region will raise a complaint against any member of the 
Liberal Democrats who remains a member of the derecognised Council Group, 
in accordance with the procedure made under Article 23 of the Federal 
Constitution. Further, a member of the Region may also raise a complaint. In 
determining the complaint, there will be a presumption that any member of the 
derecognised Council Group will have brought the Party into disrepute, unless 
that member is able to demonstrate that this is not the case, and the sanction 
will be membership revocation.  

8.12 ​ The relevant Regional Party may decide, by its internal procedures, to 
de-recognise a formerly recognised Council Group if  

(a) ​ there is persistent or serious non-adherence on the part of the Council 
Group either to the Liberal Democrat Federal Party Constitution, the 
constitution of the Liberal Democrats in England, or its own Standing 
Orders, or  

(b) ​ by the actions of the Council Group, events are occurring or about to 
occur in connection with the affairs of the Council Group which are, or 
may be, seriously detrimental to the Liberal Democrats. 
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Such power shall not be exercised without the Council Group being informed of 
what is proposed and offered a reasonable opportunity to reply or take 
corrective action. Any member of the Council Group concerned or any Local 
Party covered by the authority concerned may appeal to the English Appeals 
Panel against a decision to de-recognise.  

8.13 ​ Where a local party and a council group with an overlapping geographical area 
cannot resolve a dispute as to the distribution of tithe money, then the Region 
shall have the right to intervene and enforce a distribution of its choosing. Such 
distribution shall be subject to appeal to the English Appeals Panel. 

8.14 ​ Where a member of the Liberal Democrats suspects that matters are occurring 
that might justify the de-recognition of a Council Group under clause 8.12 
above, that member shall report the matter to the relevant Regional Party. The 
Regional Party, through its own internal procedures, may then take the 
following action:  

(a) ​ appoint an investigator, who shall be impartial and neither a member of 
the authority concerned nor any Local Party within the area covered by 
the authority, to ascertain the circumstances, take statements from all 
relevant people, and make out a report to the Regional Party on 
whether there are grounds for de-recognising the Council Group 
concerned; and/or  

(b) ​ where there appears to be conflict between members of the Council 
Group or between Liberal Democrat Party members on the authority, 
appoint a conciliator, who shall be impartial and neither a member of 
the authority concerned nor any Local Party within the area covered by 
the authority, to seek to mediate and resolve the conflict and/or,  

(c) ​ consider whether to de-recognise the Council Group in accordance with 
clause 8.12 above.  

8.15 ​ Where a Liberal Democrat Party member  

(a) ​ joins a Council Group that exists separate from a recognised Liberal 
Democrat Council Group within the same authority, or  

(b) ​ joins a Council Group that has been refused recognition under this 
Article or  

(c) ​ serves on an authority without being a member of a recognised Liberal 
Democrat Council Group where one exists,  
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then the Regional Party shall have the power, through its own internal 
procedures, to set a time period after which the individual concerned shall be 
liable to the membership revocation procedure for bringing the Party into 
disrepute, in accordance with the procedures under Article 22 of the Federal 
Constitution. 

The power to set a time limit shall not be exercised without the member 
concerned being informed of what is proposed and offered a reasonable 
opportunity to reply.  

8.16 ​ Where it appears that there is or has been a conflict within a recognised Council 
Group as a result of which one or more members of that Council Group have 
resigned membership of the Group, whether or not they have formed another 
Council Group, then the relevant Regional Party may take the following action:  

(a) ​ appoint an investigator in accordance with clause 8.14(a) above, or,  

(b) ​ appoint a conciliator in accordance with clause 8.14(b) above, and/or  

(c) ​ consider whether the recognised Council Group ought to continue to 
enjoy recognition subject to clause 8.12 above, and/or  

(d) ​ consider whether any Council Group formed as a consequence of the 
dispute meets the criteria in clause 8.3 or 8.6 above or ought to be 
recognised under 8.10 above.  

8.17 ​ Councillors who sit outside the recognised Liberal Democrat Council Group 
must seek re-approval and re-selection for their ward before their next election 
to the local authority. Sitting outside the recognised Liberal Democrat council 
group without a justifiable reason (as determined by the local approvals 
process) is sufficient grounds for refusing to re-approve a candidate. Further, 
any Liberal Democrat member who stands at any public election as candidate 
or acts as agent in opposition to a properly nominated candidate of the Party 
shall automatically and immediately have their Party membership suspended 
and, subject to any appeal, it shall be revoked.  

8.18 ​ In the event that there are two or more Council Groups of an authority which 
appear to meet the criteria in clause 8.3 or 8.6 above, then the relevant 
Regional Party, shall have a discretion to recognise one of those Council Groups 
and not any of the others or, where there are exceptional circumstances, any or 
all of them. This power shall not be exercised without an investigator having 
been appointed in accordance with clause 8.16(a) above. 
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ARTICLE 9: Resolution of Conflicts  

9.1 ​ There shall be an English Appeals Panel, unless the English Party Assembly 
agree a resolution proposed by the English Party Board to transfer all functions 
to the Federal Appeals Panel. 

9.2 ​ The English Appeals Panel shall consist of one person appointed by each 
Regional Party according to its internal procedures, one of whom shall be 
designated Chair by the English Party Board. 

9.3 ​ The members of the English Appeals Panel shall elect three of its members to 
the Federal Appeals Panel under Article 22 of the Federal Constitution. In the 
event of multiple candidates for election to a vacancy, there shall be an election 
by electronic ballot, where the electorate shall comprise all voting members of 
the English Party Board, the English Appeals Panel and the Regional Parties and 
Mediation Committee. Any such electronic vote shall be conducted by secret 
ballot and the single transferable vote.  

9.4 ​ In the event of a casual vacancy arising in 9.3, the Chair of the Party in England 
shall invite the English Appeals Panel to make further nominations, with the 
procedures in the event of more candidates than vacancies taking place as in 
9.3. 

9.5 ​ Each member of the Panel shall hold office for five years and shall be eligible 
for re-appointment: provided that no person shall be entitled to hold office for 
more than ten years in aggregate. No person shall be eligible for appointment if 
(and any member shall forthwith vacate office upon becoming) an MP or 
prospective parliamentary candidate or a member of the English Party Board or 
the English Candidates Committee or an employee of the Party. The body 
making the original appointment may terminate the appointment because the 
appointee is no longer able to carry out their duties as a member of the Panel 
on account of ill health or for other good cause.  

9.6 ​ The English Appeals Panel shall be empowered to adjudicate on:  

(a) ​ any dispute over the interpretation of these Articles;  

(b) ​ any claim that the rights under these Articles of a member or of a Party 
body have been infringed, provided that no appeal may be brought 
under this paragraph where there is another appropriate appeal 
procedure;  

(c) ​ any dispute between the Liberal Democrats in England and a Regional 
or Local Party, or between Regional Parties or between Local Parties in 
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different Regions; and  

(d) ​ any matter expressly so provided by these Articles or by rules made 
hereunder.  

Following the adoption of Article 22 of the Federal Constitution, appeals relating 
to disciplinary matters shall not fall within the remit of the English Appeals 
Panel and shall be dealt with according to Articles 3 and 22 of the Federal 
Constitution.  

9.7 ​ The members of the Panel to hear a particular case shall be selected by the 
Chair, who shall if appropriate consult with the applicant, subject to the 
following provisos:  

(a) ​ The Chair alone may determine any dispute over the interpretation of 
these Articles (other than a dispute over the respective powers of the 
Liberal Democrats in England and a Regional Party);  

(b) ​ the Chair shall select a chair for each Panel, who shall (other than in 
exceptional circumstances) be one of those holding office under Article 
9.2; 

(c) ​ at least three members (at most two of whom shall identify as the same 
gender) shall hear any other case;  

(d) ​ the members hearing a dispute under Article 7 shall if practicable 
include a former parliamentary or European parliamentary candidate; 
and  

(e) ​ no member shall be from the same Region as the appellant or have any 
direct knowledge of the matters in dispute.  

9.8 ​ The Panel shall make and publish rules for its own procedures, which shall 
include:  

(a) ​ the initial processing of an appeal, including:  

(i) ​ a power to the Chair to determine whether or not an appeal is 
valid;  

(ii) ​ a power to the Chair to order a mediation process;  

(iii) ​ an indicative timetable, and a power to the Chair to impose 
deadlines (and so that any appeal must, unless the Chair extends 
this deadline in exceptional circumstances, be concluded within 
three months of being lodged, and may be dismissed if the 
appellant does not co-operate with the related timetable); and  
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(iv) ​ an obligation on the English Appeals Pane to identify the parties to 
an appeal hearing, and to notify all of them sufficiently in advance 
to enable them to submit documentary evidence and provide 
witnesses; and  

(b) ​ the conduct of an appeal.  

9.9 ​ Any decision of the Panel shall, subject to any right of appeal under the Federal 
Constitution, be final and binding on all concerned. The Panel shall publish any 
decisions which, in the opinion of the Chair, are likely to be of value as a 
precedent.  

9.10 ​ The Panel shall publish once a year, in time to be considered by the English 
Party Assembly, a report containing its procedures, all of its decisions on its 
interpretation of this Constitution since the previous report, a summary of each 
of its other rulings since the previous report, a list of its members including any 
changes since the previous report, and any other matters the Panel shall see fit 
to include. The first such annual report shall cover the preceding 12-month 
period. 

 

35 
Version 9 June 2026 


	 
	ARTICLE 1: Nature and Objects  
	ARTICLE 2: Membership  
	ARTICLE 3: Local Parties  
	 
	ARTICLE 4: Regional Parties  
	ARTICLE 5: The English Party Assembly  
	ARTICLE 6: The English Party Board and the Regional Parties Mediation Committee  
	ARTICLE 7: Parliamentary Candidates 
	ARTICLE 8: Councillors and Recognised Council Groups  
	ARTICLE 9: Resolution of Conflicts  

